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I. Introduction
Identification & Verification:
● Consistent with other copies available online

○ 1735 Edition
○ 1758 Edition

Content
● Art Dictionary

○ “Unnecessary undertaking”
○ Original principle to perfection
○ Directions





I. Introduction
Author: John Barrow (fl. 1735 - 1774)
➢ Known only from his writings—mostly geographic dictionaries
➢ Taught mathematics & navigation aboard Royal Navy ships

Frontispiece: John Devoto (fl. 1708 - 1752)
➢ Primarily a scene painter for theater

Engravings: William Henry Toms (ca 1700 - 1750)
➢ Specialized in architecture engravings

John Devoto



I. Introduction
About the Bookseller
C. Hitch & C. Davis (Paternoster Row)
Stephen Austen (St. Paul’s Churchyard)

Available copies have the same 
mistakes, suggesting they are all from 
the same typesetting



II. Transcription of Title Page
Dictionarium Polygraphicum:| Or, The Whole | BODY of ARTS | Regularly Dige∫ted.| CONTAINING,| I. The ARTS of De∫igning, Drawing, 
Painting, Wa∫hing Prints, Limn- | ing, Japanning, Gilding, in all their various kinds. Alſo Per∫pective, | the Laws of Shadows, Dialling, &c. | 
II. Carving, Cutting in Wood, Stone; Moulding and Ca∫ting Figures | in Plai∫ter, Wax, Metal ; al∫o Engraving, and Etching, and Mezzotinto. | 
III. A brief hi∫torical Account of the moſt conſiderable Painter, Sculp- | ters, Statuaries, and Engravers, with thoſe Cyphers or Marks by | 
which their Works are known. | IV. An Explanation oſ the Emblematical and Hieroglyphical Repre-  | ſentations of the Heathen Deities, 
Powers, Human Paſſions, Virtues, | Vices છc. of great Uſe in Hiſtory Painting. | V. The Production, Nature, Refining, Compounding, 
Tranſmutation | and Tinging all ſorts of Metals and Minerals oſ various Colours. | VI. The Arts of Making, Working, Painting or Staining all 
ſorts of | Glaſs and Marble ; alſo Enamels, the imitation of all fonts of Pre- | cious Stones, Pearls, છc. according to the Practice both of the 
An- | tients and Moderns.  | VII. Dying all fonts of Materials, Linen, Woolen, Silk, Leather,  | Wood, Ivory, Horns, Bones; alſo Bleaching and 
Whitening Linen, | Hair, છc. | VIII. The ART of Tape∫try-Weaving, as now performed in England, | Flanders and France, either of the high 
or low Warp ; alſo many | other curious Manufactures. | IX. A Deſcription of Colours, Natural and Artificial, as to their Produc- | tions, 
Natures or Qualities, various Preparations, Compoſitions and Uſes. | X. The method of making all kinds of Inks, both Natural and Sym- | 
pathetical ; and alſo many other Curioſities not here to be ſpecified, | whereby this is rendered a more Compleat Work than has hitherto | 
appear’d in any language.  | [rule measurement of line] | Adourned with proper Sculptures, curiou∫ly Engraven on more than fifty | Copper 
Plates. | [rule measurement of line] | VOL. I.| [rule measurement of line] | LONDON: | Printed for C. Hitch and C. Davis in Pater-no∫ter 
Row, and | S. Austen in St. Paul’s Church-Yard. MDCCXXXV. 





II. Transcription of Title 
Page

● Long ſ
● Ampersands
● Italics  
● Ligature



III. Formula
Binding Formula:

8°: π3 B-2M
8 2N

6 

[$4 signed]

Copper Plates:
Hinged between: B7-B8, C1-C2, K6-K7 
[missing from “Directions to the Binder”], 
M8-N1 [missing], R2-R3, R8-S1, T3-T4, U6-U7, 
U7-U8 [1 of 2 missing], X2-X3, X4-X5, X6-X7, 

2A1-2A2, 2A6-2A7, 2D1-2D2, 2D2-2D3, 2D5-2D6 [2 
plates], 2F7-2F8, 2G1-2G2, 2I1-2I2, 2M1-2M2, 

2M5-2M6, 2M7-2M8 [1 of 2 missing], 2N1-2N2 [2 
plates], 2N4-2N5 [2 plates, 1 should be 2N5-

2N6]



IV. Technical Notes
Cancels: None evident
Signature Positions: Consistent throughout
Press Figures: 1, 2, 3, 4
Type: Roman
Paper: Watermarks on some plates



IV. Technical Notes
Catchwords: Mistakes on G1 and EE4



V. Contents

● π4 : Frontispiece 
● π5 : Title 
● π6  : Blank 
● π7- π8 : Preface 
● B - 2N

6 : Text



VI. Binding Statement
➢ Calfskin
➢ Sewn binding 

with 3 chords
➢ Sprinkled 

edges



VII. Additional Notes
Provenance



● An ideal copy has 30 
plates

● Our copy only has 26
○ Some of which are 

out of order: K6-K7 
and NN5-NN6

● Plate index found at end 
of Volume II 

VII. Additional Notes



VII. Additional Notes



VIII. Evaluation
Very Good Condition

2 Volume Set 
$2500 +

Good Condition
Volume I

$900
Reading Copy*

Volume I - Missing Plates - Detached Hinge
<$900



IX. Conclusion

Questions?


